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Figure 1. Employed wives’ percent contribution 
to total family earnings, 1995–2009
	
	 Key	Findings
• Employed wives’ contribution to total family 
earnings jumped to 47 percent last year from 45 
percent in 2008—the largest single-year increase 
during the past fifteen years. 
• almost half of the total increase in employed 
wives’ share of family earnings over the past fifteen 
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Figure 2. Husbands’ employment status, 1995–2009
Note: Employment status is of husbands of employed wives. 

















































































* Corrections were made to the percentage of what women 
employed full-time year-round earn and Endnote 2. 
